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Souhegan River Watershed
The River
The 34-mile long Souhegan River is a pathway that

The Souhegan in the Town
of New Ipswich

connects communities and provides year-round

Comprised of the Headwater Branch Tributaries

recreation to swim, fish, paddle, walk along, and

subwatershed area, approximately 70 percent of

enjoy scenic views. The river adds to quality of life

land area in New Ipswich is located within the

to residents and visitors alike. Flowing through

Souhegan River Watershed. The hilly country of

several town centers, the river provides a sense of

New Ipswich encompasses a picturesque por-

history, a connection to nature, and a diverse set

tion of the watershed’s headwater areas and

of economic opportunities.

contains the highest point in the watershed at
1,050 feet. Steep slopes are common in New

The Watershed

Ipswich, with almost a third of the watershed
area calculated at over 20 percent slope. In

The Souhegan River Watershed occupies approximately 220 square miles spanning seventeen communities in New Hampshire and Massachusetts.
The Souhegan River Watershed Management Plan
(SRWMP) analyzes the River at the watershed
scale, which allows for water resource goals to be
realized across community boundaries in an ecologically sound manner.

these conditions, careful steps must be taken
conditions, priority management issues, and contains recommendations on ways local officials, state government,
concerned citizens, and volunteer groups can help protect

during development to ensure that sediments
are not transported to surface waters when
slopes are disturbed.

the river resource.

Moving Forward
Formal adoption of the Plan by watershed communities is

The Plan
Creating the SRWMP was the first step in the
process of protecting the Souhegan River Watershed under the NH Rivers Management and Protection Program. The Plan identifies watershed

the next step toward fully implementing the Plan. Once
incorporated into each watershed community’s Master
Plan, recommended management strategies will become
part of a wide range of municipal management decisions
that affect or involve the Souhegan River or its watershed.

View from atop New Ipswich Mountain. Photo
courtesy Rick Blanchette.

