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Protecting the regionõs natural resources is a common theme that runs through all of the chapters of the Nashua Regional Plan. The 

natural character evident  in the regionõs farms and forests, river valleys and hills contribute to the high quality of life that residents 

value most about living in the Nashua Region. The Environment Chapter sets forth the vision, goals and strategies for preserving 

and protecting the regionõs natural resources. The Chapter is divided into four sections: Natural Resources, Water Resources and 

Infrastructure, Climate Change, and Energy Efficiency. Each section examines the existing and future conditions of the regionõs 

environment,  reviews current issues and identifies opportunities. In addition, each section identifies specific regional goals and 

strategies as well as tools for municipalities to use in their own planning.  
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The Environment Chapter begins with a 

vision statement and a list of goals and 

strategies for both the region and 

municipalities. The Chapter is then divided 

into four sections: Natural Resources, Water 

Resources and Infrastructure, Climate 

Change, and Energy Efficiency. Each section 

examines the existing and future conditions 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ, reviews current 

issues and identifies opportunities. In 

addition, each section identifies specific 

regional goals and strategies as well as tools 

for municipalities to use in their own 

planning.  

Natural Resources 

Time and time again, residents expressed 

their love for the beauty and rural character 

of the region. This strong sentiment is 

reflected in the high priority common to all 

of the chapters in the Regional Plan: 

protecting ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ natural resources.   

Agriculture remains one of the most prized 

features of the landscape. The region boasts 

36% of conserved land that has productive 

agriculture soils and over twenty farms 

including vegetables, fruit, Christmas trees, 

meat and dairy. Some farms have endured 

ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мтллΩǎΦ  

In addition to numerous agricultural uses, a 

large portion of the region (66%) is forested. 

More than two thirds of all forest lands in the 

region are privately held. There are many 

different forest and land cover types that 

offer a variety of recreation opportunities 

such as walking, hiking, biking, kayaking and 

fishing.  

Through extensive outreach we found that 

municipal officials are largely interested in 

implementing protection strategies that 

maintain ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ 

resources. Goals that NRPC can assist with 

include: developing technical feasibility 

studies, conducting an inventory of what 

resources are available, creating educational 

materials to decrease the degradation of 

resources such as water quality, and 

providing regional coordination.  

Communities throughout the region 

recognize the value in working together and 

want more opportunities to collaborate on 

protecting natural resources which cross 

municipal boundaries.   

Goals of the Environment Chapter 

 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 

¶ 



6   

 

Water Resources and Infrastructure 

The maintenance of good water quality is 

one of the most important issues for 

residents and communities throughout the 

region. Some of the issues that communities 

face in this area include stormwater 

contamination and the lack of good data. 

The effects of contaminated stormwater are 

a priority for communities. Over the next ten 

years, the estimated the stormwater needs in 

the region will be over $19,000,000. Aging 

water infrastructure maintenance and repair 

will be one of the largest costs for 

communities in the coming years. 

Additionally, new MS4 permit regulations will 

require more testing and mitigation efforts to 

reduce the effects of stormwater on regional 

water bodies.  

The lack of accurate and consistent data to 

accurately assess regional water quality is a 

major issue for communities. Water quality 

testing is expensive and time consuming. The 

updated MS4 permits will require 

communities to complete additional testing 

for water quality. Residents expressed a love 

for the water resources in the region from 

drinking water to recreational opportunities 

but also noted a concern about declining 

water quality in water bodies throughout the 

region.  

Climate Change and Natural Hazards 

The Nashua region is not immune to the 

effects of climate change. Climate changes 

on a regional scale over a long period of time. 

Over the past four decades, the number of 

snow covered days has decreased across 

most of the region. Most of the reduction is 

driven by decreases in December snowfall. 

While this may be beneficial for some 

residents and wildlife, negative effects 

include increase in pests, decrease in 

seasonal jobs such as snow plowing and 

decreased recreational opportunities such as 

snowmobiling and pond hockey. Other 

potential effects of climate change and 

warming could result in increased seasonal 

temperatures and extreme heat. 

Energy Efficiency and Green Building 

Energy efficiency programs were named as 

the most effective method of reducing 

energy consumption in the region. For 

example, the Hollis Energy Committee has 

completed a municipal energy audit and 

installed retrofits which resulted in reduced 

energy consumption over the past three 

years and additional energy savings. 

Additionally, the Better Buildings Program 

provided retrofits for a number of 

commercial and residential buildings in the 

region saving thousands of dollars per year.  

One of the most successful programs is the 

Energy Aggregation from NRPC. The Energy 

Aggregation consists of communities and 

school districts which jointly procure 

electricity from a competitive supplier. In 

2012, the first year of the aggregation, 

participants saw an estimated annual savings 

of $299, 578 on their electric bills. Year to 

date, the 2014 aggregation savings have 

been $165,781.  

One of the largest issues with energy 

efficiency is the lack of awareness of 

programs. Most state programs are offered 

to business and residents without extensive 

marketing in the region. For example, there 

was only one applicant from the region for 

the 2013 season of the commercial and 

industrial wood pellet program. Municipal 

officials, residents and business owners 

would like to see more education and 

guidance about the resources available. 

Some communities in the region have local 

energy committees which can help identify 

appropriate programs and help with project 

implementation.   
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What can municipalities do? 

o Compare open space plans with neighboring communities to maintain large forest blocks 

for wildlife habitat and recreation connectivity.  

o Protect natural resources in high and low income areas. 

o Evaluate economic and environmental needs simultaneously.  

o Consider the needs of local agriculture producers through zoning regulations and 

programs to enhance access to locally produced foods. 

o Mitigate climate change through the protection of natural resources. 

o Participate in the Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee in planning for alternative modes of 

transportation. Other programs exist statewide such as Commute Green NH and NH Park 

and Ride System.  

o Increase the recreational use of the Merrimack River corridor by at least 20 percent as 

measured in numbers and types of recreational users over the next ten years by increasing 

the quality and quantity of the recreational resource.  

o Conserve prime and active farmland within the Lower Merrimack River corridor through 

purchase of easements and/or development rights and adoption of local regulations which 

protect farmlands.  

o Retain the existing character of the Lower Merrimack River shoreline by planning a 

άƎǊŜŜƴōŜƭǘέ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƭƻƴƎ the Lower Merrimack River shoreline.  

o Implement regulations to address setback, buffer, and shoreland protection issues within 

the Lower Merrimack River Corridor.   

Vision Statement 

 

Preserve the quintessential small community feel of the region through the protection of natural 

resources such as water, open space and agriculture for generations to come.  

http://www.nashuarpc.org/transportation/travelalts.htm
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What can NRPC do? 

o Assist communities with planning to preserve the rural character of the region. 

o Support communities with identification of natural resource areas through mapping.  

o Encourage municipalities to consider potential threats, such as extreme weather events, to 

resources while planning for future projects.  

o Assist communities with the creation of local committees such as energy committees.  

o IŜƭǇ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ .Ŝǎǘ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΩǎ ό.atΩǎύ ŀƴŘ [ƻǿ LƳǇŀŎǘ 

Development (LID) methods for new developments and redevelopment projects.  

o Conduct policy audits to regulatory barriers which inhibit the protection of natural 

resources. 

o Work with municipalities to create or update an open space plan to preserve undeveloped 

lands and plan for future land use.  

o Increase the knowledge of local citizenry of the river corridor resources by conducting at 

least year information disseminations efforts.  

o Assist with implementation of River Corridor Management Plans such as the Lower 

Merrimack River Management Plan. 

o Encourage connectivity in the management of the river corridor resources. 

 

Goal 1 Continued: 

Preserve Existing Natural Resources 
 

Preserve the quintessential small 

community feel of the region through the 

protection of natural resources such as 

water, open space and agriculture for 

generations to come.  

http://www.nashuarpc.org/publications/enviro.htm
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What can municipalities do? 

o Synchronize education outreach efforts with existing outreach materials produced by 

other communities to ensure consistent messaging and reduce staff time. 

o Consider revising regulations which support innovative and new building technologies 

including barriers to alternative financing, education to communities about power lease 

agreements and their legality. 

o Consider rebates and other incentive programs to retrofit existing energy options into 

green technologies.  

What can NRPC do? 

o Provide examples and case studies of education and outreach campaigns for natural 

resources for communities.  

o Assist communities in the creation of emergency management manuals outlining proper 

responses to specific hazards/emergency preparedness for distribution at community 

events. 

o Investigate and develop necessary education materials for reduced or no-salt programs in 

sensitive areas.  

o Research and develop education and outreach programs about the benefits of using non-

motorized and alternative forms of transportation. 

o Develop public education on sustainable development and energy conservation.  

o Publicize programs that offer incentives for installing and retrofitting energy efficient 

materials and systems. 

o Assist communities in the education of citizens about point-source and non-point source 

pollution within watersheds. 

o Encourage and support the creation of volunteer water quality monitoring programs.  

o Develop materials to establish an anti-idling policy to encourage municipal fleet users and 

the general public to turn off their vehicles when not in use.  

 

 

Effectively communicate the importance 

of protecting natural resources to 

municipal boards and residents. 
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What can municipalities do? 

o Consider policies encouraging private well testing every five years for water quality 

monitoring efforts.  

o Conduct baseline health inventories for local public health issues. 

o Cooperate regionally in the development of data and other resources that can be shared 

such as for MS4 permits, brownfield assessments and river continuity studies.  

o Revise regulations which support innovative and new building technologies including 

barriers to alternative financing, and education to communities about power lease 

agreements. 

o Utilize rebates and other incentive programs to retrofit existing energy options into green 

technologies.  

What can NRPC do? 

o Provide technical expertise on emergency planning software such as HAZUS. 

o Assist communities with asset management inventories and creating cost benefit analyses 

for funding opportunities. 

o Assist communities with conducting vulnerability assessments on community resources. 

Conduct regional vulnerability assessments. 

o Act as a regional database for technical information and funding from private, state and 

federal sources.  

o Research and develop a review checklist for subdivisions and site plans that incorporates 

water recharge protection and water demand management protections.  

o Create GIS mapping, parcel data that locates point and nonpoint source pollution 

locations, land use in watersheds, wetlands, and other information related to water 

resource management. 

o Assist communities with using EPA Portfolio Manager to benchmark progress of energy 

consumption.  

o Provide partnership opportunities with public health officials for private well testing 

requirements. 

 

Work with communities to identify 

infrastructure needs, explore funding for 

technical studies and identify the means 

for implementation.  








































































































































































































































































































